
Learning Objective: To understand 
how and why cinema and football 
has changed over the 20th century.





Leisure and Entertainment
What could the question be? 

These are lots of different answers to a question.

Playing computer 
games. Baking a 

cake.
Listening to 

music.

Making 
things.

Riding my bike.

Walking my dog.
Spending 
time with 
friends.

Playing 
football.

Going to 
the cinema.

Painting 
and 

drawing. Reading 
a book.

Dancing.



Which Questions Did You Write?
These are lots of different answers that describe how people entertain

themselves, or spend their leisure (free) time.

With your free time, you might…

Play computer games.

Bake a cake. Spend time 
with friends.

Make things.

Walk your 
dog.

Ride your 
bike.

Can you think of any others?

In the 20th century, one of the most popular entertainments was…



… The Cinema
Welcome to Queensway Theatres in 1914.

Sit back, relax and enjoy the film ‘Between Showers’ starring Charlie Chaplin.

Task: While watching the video, make a note of how many times Charlie 
Chaplin falls over.



Watching Movies

At the beginning of the 20th

century, films were silent. Actors 
like Charlie Chaplin became big 

stars.

Often, a pianist (a person on a 
piano) would sit in the movie 

theatre and play the music that he 
thought was fitting for the story. 

So the music was live!



The Threat of Television

The first ‘talkie’ was made in 
1927. It was called The Jazz 

Singer.

A ‘talkie’ was the name for a 
film with sound included. It 

was the first time audiences 
could hear actors speak!

Most films were still black and 
white, but this changed in the 

1930s when colour films 
began to be made.

Cinema was changing quickly 
and in lots of exciting ways!



By the middle of the 1930s, 
most people in Britain were 
going to the cinema once or 

twice a week.

However, as television 
became more popular in the 
1950s, cinema audiences 

began to decline (get 
smaller).

By the 1960s, watching 
television was the nation’s 

favourite leisure time choice.

The Threat of Television



Using Film Posters

Activity 1

Look at the Sources Activity Sheet.

Complete the information on the sheet.

What questions did you raise?

How different are old film posters from the ones we see 
today?



Using Film Posters



Using Film Posters



Using Film Posters



Creating Film Posters

Activity 2

Now you know about the role of 
cinema in the early 20th century, 
you will need to create your own 
film poster.

Look at your Film Poster Activity 
Sheet and then read the 
information about each film.

You need to:

1. Choose one of the films.

2. Design a poster that 
advertises the film.



The Wizard of Oz

Did you know?

The Wizard of Oz, 1939, was one 
of the most popular movies of the 
decade.





The Great Game
At the beginning of the 20th century, 
cricket was the most popular sport.

This changed during World War I 
because many soldiers had regularly 

played football whilst away.



The Great Game

Watch this film (until 3 minutes 56 seconds) to find out 
about football in 1945.

Make notes on the following information:

1945 Today

Boots

Kit

Ball

Coaching/tactics

Who plays football?

Click on the play button above, or visit https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-archive/the-great-game

http://film.britishcouncil.org/the-great-game
https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-archive/the-great-game


The World Cup

The world’s appetite for football 

was also increasing. The first 

World Cup was held in Uruguay 

in 1930.

• 13 teams played.

• The World Cup stopped for 12 

years because of WWII.

• It re-started again in 1950.

• By 1998, the number of teams 

competing was expanded to 

32.



The 1966 World Cup

• This world cup was held in England.

• The final was held at Wembley Stadium 

and was broadcast in black and white.

• 98,000 people attended the final match 

between England and Germany.

• The score was 2-2 at the end of 90 

minutes, so it was extended into extra 

time.

• England beat Germany 4-2.

• Geoff Hurst had scored 3 of the 4 

England goals. He became the first man 

ever to score a hat trick in a World Cup 

match.

• The crowed started invading the pitch to 

celebrate.



Famous Footballers
of the 20th Century

• Diego Maradona Pele

• Luis Figo

• Zinedine Zidane

• Stanley Matthews

• George Best

• Gordon Banks

• Bobby Moore

• Bobby Charlton

• Garrincha

Which ones have you heard of?

• Denis Law

• Dixie Dean

• Jose Andrade

• Lionel Messi

• John Cruyff

• Paolo Maldini

• Michel Platini

• Gerd Muller

• Walter Tull

• Franco Baresi

• George Weah

• Michael Laudrup

• Ruud Gullit

• Just Fontaine

• Kenny Dalglish

• Franz Bekenbauer

• Ferenc Puskas



Football History Top Cards

Activity 3

Create top cards for your favourite 

20th century football players.

You will need to record:

1. The name of the player

2. A picture of the player (you 

can always draw one)

3. The country or team the player 

represented.

4. What the player was famous 

for in football.

Name: Steven Gerrard

Team: LA Galaxy

Famous for: being a great midfielder 

and winning lots of trophies.

Interesting fact: he is the only 

footballer to have ever scored a goal 

in an FA Cup final, a League Cup 

Final, a UEFA Cup Final and a 

Champion’s League Final.


